INTRODUCTION

Authorities in England

Even before the suppression of the 'Mutiny' the Whigs as
well as the Tories in England were resolved that the process
begun in 18531 should be completed without delay. The policy
inaugurated by Lord Palmerston2 in February, 1858, was accepted
by Lord Derby3 with changes in detail, and in August, 1858, the
Royal assent was given to the measure4 which regulated the
government of India from London till the introduction of the
Government of India Act, 1919.

According to the Act of 1858, India was to be governed
direcdy and in the name of the Crown, acting through a Secretary
of State, who was to exercise the powers formerly belonging to
the Court of Directors and the Board of Control A fifth
Principal Secretary of State was to be appointed for the purpose.

There was to be a Council of 15 members to aid the Secretary
of State. Of these, 8 were to be appointed by the Crown and 7
elected by the Directors of the East India Company. The majority
of both the appointed and the elected members were to be persons
who had served or resided in India for ten years, and, with some
exceptions, who had not left India more than ten years before
their appointment. In future appointments and elections were
to be so regulated that at least 9 members of the Council should
hold these qualifications. The Crown was to fill vacancies as to
Crown appointments, and the Council itself as to others. The
members of the Council were to hold office during good behaviour,
but they were to be removable on an address by both Houses of
Parliament. They were not to be capable of sitting or voting in
Parliament.

The duty of the Council was to conduct, under the direction
of the Secretary of State, the business transacted in England in
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